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FOREWORD 


The primary purpose of this publication is to provide the educational 
community with a ready reference on research undertaken and completed 
through the Planning and Research Branch of Alberta Education over a 
specified period of time. 


The first edition of ANNUAL RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS contained abstracts of 
a selection of topics that were completed from the inception of the 
Planning and Research Branch to June 30, 1976. 


This second edition of ANNUAL RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS contains abstracts 
of a selection of projects completed from July 1, 1976 to June 30, 1977. 


The Planning and Research Branch provides information to planning 
and policy making groups within Alberta Education and to the education 
community. 


The Planning section of the Branch identifies existing and future problems 
and generates policy alternatives for solving administrative and in- 
structional problems. 


The Research section coordinates research in support of the policy act- 
ivities. Relevant information for internal and external research is 
compiled and disseminated to appropriate users. 


Research studies and projects are generally contracted by competition 
among incorporated individuals, institutions and organizations. All 
projects are supervised by Alberta Education personnel. 


Applicants are required to submit a brief Prospectus summarizing the needs, 
purpose, general methodology, expected outcomes and budget requirement of 
the project. 


Inquiries by telephone or in person are welcomed. For further informa- 
tion regarding the activities of the Planning and Research Branch 
contact: 


Planning and Research Branch 
Alberta Education 

10th Floor, Executive Building 
10105 - 109 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5J 2V2 

Telephone: 427-2991 


ATA LIBRARY 
11010 - 142 Street NW 


Edmonton, AB 
TSN 2R1 
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Following is an inventory and 
description of a number of projects 
completed by the Planning and Research 
Branch between July 1, 1976 and June 
30, 1977. Each summary contains a 
brief description of the study, the 


results, and distribution of copies. 
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Alberta School Discipline Study 
PURPOSES 


The purposes of this study were: 
1) To determine the current state of school discipline; 


2) To determine what school discipline should be like; and, 
3) To provide assistance to practitioners in the field. 


DESIGN 


One hundred schools stratified. by size, grade level, and geographic ~ 
location were selected to represent the 1277 schools in the province. 

Fifty assocfated administrative units were also included in the sample. 

Nine groups (principals, vice-princitpals, teachers, students, parents, 
superintendents, central office personnel, trustees, regional office 
personnel) associated with education completed a questionnaire composed 

of 3 open-ended. questions and 1] rating-type items on a seven point scale. 
The rate of return for the questionnaires was 72~-100% for the various groups. 


FINDINGS 


1) Forty-one percent (40.9%) of the. respondents rated school discipline 
as it was tn 1975-76 as "just about right!''. Thirty-two percent (31.7%) 
of the respondents rated school discipline as ''just about right, per- 
haps a bit too lenient". 


2) As would be expected from the results in (1) above, 39% (38.9%) of the 
respondents indicated that school discipline should be "about as it is 
now', and 34% (33.7%) felt it should be "perhaps a bit more strict". 


3) Students who would not behave properly (irresponsible, lack of respect 
for authority and property, poor attitudes) was given as the most fre- 
quent cause of school discipline problems. The second most frequently 
mentioned cause was lack of discipline in the home. 


4) The suggestions for improving school discipline that received the 
strongest support were providing guidance services to teachers and 
students, and putting pressure on students to achieve and to behave. 
Two inducements for improving school discipline based on interest 
and on participation received little support. Traditional and human- 
istic discipline measures as suggestions to improve school discipline 
divided respondents with groups holding extreme opinions. The most 
strongly. opposed suggestion for improving school discipline was allow- 
ing students of any age to quit school after elementary school. 


5) The most frequently mentioned write-in suggestions for improving 
school disctpline were participation, standards, school conditions, and 
understanding and acceptance of students. 


IMPLICATIONS 


1) School discipline should be maintained as it is now and if there 
were to be any changes the general direction should be towards a 
bit more strictness. 


2) There should be a continuing government policy of decisions about 
school discipline being decentralized to the school boards. 


3) Except for the development of policy and regulations by school 
boards for student discipline in expulsion, suspension, corporal 
punishment and conduct on buses, decisions about school discipline 


should by policy be decentralized to the school and classroom levels. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC’ INFORMATION 


S.C.T. Clarke. Alberta School Discipline Study, Alberta Education 
April 1977, 210 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 
The report was distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, AFHSA, ERIC, Regional 


offices of Education, University lfbraries in Canada and all Alberta 
schools. Some copfes are stil! available. 
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Altered Workweek 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study. was to investigate the effects of 
alterations in the structuring of the workweek upon the operation 
of an organization. 


DESIGN 


A stratified random sample of management and non-management personnel 
employed within the various branches of the Alberta Department of Ed- 
ucation was selected from three populations - namely, flextime, com- 
pressed workweek, and standard hours groups. The sample of respondents 
consisted of 132 standard. hours respondents, 37 compressed workweek re- 
spondents and 227 fiextime respondents. A questionnaire and interview 
schedule were used to. obtain the data. A pilot study was originally 
carried out to improve the validity and reliability of the item pool of 
the questionnaire used. 


FINDINGS 


1) Management personnel did not perceive any significant difference in 
the level of job. satisfaction within the. various workweek structures 
examined. However, the non-management personnel perceived significant 
differences for all. aspects of job satisfaction measured. Also, the 
two groups with altered workweeks tndicated higher job satisfaction 
than the standard hours group. 


2) The two groups involved in altered workweeks reported a greater de- 
crease in participation in iefsure activities than the standard hours 
group. 


3) The two groups with altered workweeks utilized both the public transit 
system and car pools more than did the standard hours group. 


kh) Efghty percent (80%) of standard hours respondents favored the adoption 
of an altered workweek; however, they were equally divided in their 
preference for a flextime or a compressed hours model. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) The branches of Alberta Education which have not already adopted 
flextime or a compressed workweek should be allowed to do so upon 
presentation of a suitable proposal. 


2) Time series studfes could be undertaken in this same organization to 
determine the stability of perceptions associated with alterations in 
the workweek. 


3) Factors from this study relating to organizational change and alter- 
ations in the workweek could serve as a basis for detailed micro inves- 
tigations. 


ahs 
~ BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Wood, J.M. A Study of the Effects of an Altered Workweek, Alberta 
Education, April 1977, 460 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 
Copies of the report were distributed to Alberta Education responsibility 


heads, Legislative library, Executive Council, and other Alberta 
Ministries. 
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Availability of Non-Nutritious Foods 
—_____In Alberta Schools 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was to determine the extent. of vending 
machines and thus, the apparent availability of non-nutritious 
foods (''junk foods'') in Alberta schools. 


DESIGN 


School authorities (school board chatrmen, superintendents of schools, 
and principals. of schools) from a total of 68 out of 141 school juris- 
dictions completed three open-ended questions concerning the dispensing 
of "junk foods'' in schools. These school authorities represented 82% 
of the provinctal student population. 


FINDINGS 


1) In elementary schools, there was very limited use of vending machines, 
and only occasional ''junk food'' sales were allowed. Children were en- 
couraged to eat nutritious lunches provided by the home. 


2) There were vending machines in 40% of the junior high schools that 
responded to the survey. Installation of these machines was justi- 
fied to discourage the students from leaving the school grounds at . 
noon hours, and to provide a source of funds for Students! Union 
activities. 


3) Fifty percent of the senior high schools responding to the survey op- 
erated ''junk food'' canteens and/or vending machines. Soft drink vending 
machines were installed in three-quarters of these schools. High school 
students were expected to assume greater responsibility for their 
nutritional habits. 


CONCLUSIONS 


1) There was little apparent parent concern and no great public outcry 
concerning the sale of ''junk foods'' fn Alberta schools. 


2) School boards generally agreed that nutritional .education is quite 
neglected in their schools. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) A suggested definition of ''junk food'' was those foods which contain 
minimal nutrients in proportion to the number of calories. 


2) School boards should consider implementing policy to eliminate the 
sale of 'junk foods'' in the schools. 


3) School boards should lend support to the use of professional ser- 
vices (home economists and nutritionists, Alberta Agriculture's 
Nutrition at School Program) to assist in the development of nu- 
trition programs and desirable nutrition habits by students. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Alberta Education, Availability of Non-Nutritious Foods in Alberta 
Schools, Spring 1977, 5 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS AFHSA, Regional offices 
of Education, and all Alberta schools. 
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Cable TV Studies 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this three-part study was to ascertain how 
communities utilize cable television. 


DESIGN 


Part | of this three-part study was a leadership survey which dealt 
with results obtained. from interviews of a stratified sample of com- 
munity leaders from Red Deer, Lethbridge, Calgary, and Edmonton. Part 

I! was a users and. needs survey with fnformation obtained through a 
questionnaire mailed to a random stratifted sample of citizens from 
Red Deer, Lethbridge, Calgary, Edmonton, Grande Prairie and Medicine 
Hat. Part I!1 was a structured model-development project involving 
RETA (Red Deér Education Television) and for which a catalogue of 
human resources for the Red Deer area was prepared. 


FINDINGS 


1) The major educational institutions and the community are largely 
| unaware of the provisions for educational and Citizen Access Cable 
TV nor the potential uses of such TV. 


2) Favored viewing times for both the ETV and the Community Channels 
) fell into the 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. time period, with respondent 
| generally favoring regular weekly programming. 


| 3) Program categories of greatest interest were education (credit and 
non-credit), public affairs, recreation, health and hobbies, 
dramatic arts and entertainment, and sports and organized activities. 


4) The rank order of possible (but not necessarily available) special 
applications of TV were information exchange, courses for credit, 
shopping for groceries, bill paying and banking, two-way meetings, 
and pay TV. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The Department of Education, Department of Advanced Education and 
Manpower, A.E.C.A., and ACCESS should play a greater role in community 
utilization of Cable TV (ETV and Community Channels). 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Miller, R.E. Alberta Cable TV Studies; a Condensation, Alberta Education, 
May 1977, 34 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 
Copies of the report were distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, ERIC, Regional 


offices of Education, university librartes in Alberta, CASS members and 
cable company operators. 
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Compensatory Education Evaluation 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of the study was to ascertain the merit of the com- 
pensatory component of the Educational Opportunities Fund. 


DESIGN 


The prime areas. of concern in the evaluation were the program goals, 
designs, implementation and results. An evaluation plan was developed 

and implemented to ascertain the merit of each of these program components 
and to recommend changes. 


Interview and questionnaire techniques were used to obtain information 
from all of the jurisdictions which had projects approved. Opinions 
were also obtained in regard to projects which had not been given 
approval. Projects evaluators were trained, and these evaluators 
reported on projects from the twenty-one participating jurisdictions. 


RESULTS 


The Elementary Opportunittes Fund Compensatory Education) program 
was judged to be generally needed and effective. Project personnel 
made a number of recommendations for improving the procedures for | 
accessing compensatory funds. A major recommendation was that the 
funding be continued. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Alberta Evaluation Research Associates Ltd., Evaluation Report of 

the Educational Opportunittes Fund - (Com sensatory Component > 1 

Alberta Education, June 30, 1976, 186 pages. 
DISTRIBUTION 


ATA, ASTA, ERIC, Regional Offices of Education, and university libraries 


Copies of the full report or the Executive Summary were distributed to | 
in Alberta as well as to members of CASS. 


| 
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County of Athabasca Custodial Services 
PURPOSES 


The purpose. of the study was to design and test a framework for analyzing 
custodial requirements in schools so that administrators of schools and 
school systems may undertake thetr own analyses of custodial services. 


DESIGN 


Based on a literature review a study framework was developed and forms 

were designed. to record the type and frequency of custodial services provided. 
in each of the schools and the time requirements for such services. Data 
were collected in each school. by local personne! and were reviewed by 

school principals and the supervisor of School Custodial Services to ensure 
the practicality and adequacy of the services reported. A time analysis 
formula and two diverstfied formulas. were used to estimate the requirements 
for custodial services fn each of the schools. 


FINDINGS 


1) By the standards developed and applied in this study the level of 
custodial staffing was determined for schools in Athabasca County. 


2) Procedures were established for measuring workloads of individual 
custodians. 


3) The analysis framework proved to be functional. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) Recommendations were made for specific levels of custodial service 
in each of the schools in Athabasca County. 


2) Recommendations were offered for improving the quality of custodial 
services tn schools. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC {INFORMATION 


Hathaway, W.E. A Study of Custodial Services Réquired by Schools in 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to Superintendents of Schools in Alberta. 
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Differentiated Staffing 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was to determine the extent of and po- 
tential for differentiated staffing practices fn Alberta schools. 


DESIGN 


Questionnaires were completed by provincial school superintendents, 
school principals from a. systematically selected group and from a 

group nominated by the superintendents as utilizing some feature of 
differentiated staffing, and by a sample of school teachers, to pro- 
vide information. on the nature and extent of differentiated staffing 
practices in Alberta Schools. The total responses were from 86 school 
superintendents - 94% of Alberta superintendents; 255 principals - 80% 
of the systematically selected group and 86% of the nominated group; 
and 342 teachers ~ 55% of the teachers sampled. Information on staf- 
fing practices was collected by use of interviews, questionnaires, 
observations, and analysis of documents from ten schools who had imple- 
mented aspects of differentiated staffing. Also, representatives from 
three provincial educational organizations (six from Alberta Education, 
four from the Alberta School Trustees Association, two from the Alberta 
Teachers' Association) were interviewed and completed questionnaires 
regarding legislation and poiicies of their organizations and opinions 
of their members concerning differentiated staffing practices. 


FINDINGS 


1) There was a general lack of knowledge about the concept of differen- 
ttated staffing; and, no large funding programs have been implemented 
to support the development of differentiated staffing practices. 


2) The present extent. of staff differentiation in Alberta schools 
developed as a result of concerns by local schools and/or communities 
about the quality of instruction and not as a result of any direct 
action by three provincial educational organizations (Alberta 
Education, the Alberta School Trustees Association, and the Alberta 
Teachers! Association). 


3) A conservative attitude toward the development of differentiated 
staffing in Alberta Schools has been adopted by the three provincial 
educational organizations who favor maintaining the present imcremen- 
tal approach to future policy development on differentiated staffing. 


4) The most widespread aspect of staff differentiation in Alberta schools 
was the addition of a paraprofessional category. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) The development of alternative contingency staffing arrangements for 
schools should be facilitated and supported by Alberta Education, the 
Alberta School Trustees Association, and the Alberta Teachers! Asso- 
ciation. 
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2) There should be increased publicity and recognition of alternative 
staffing practices which have been successfully utilized in Alberta 
schools, and elsewhere. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Ratsoy, E. et al. School Staffing Practice: An Examination of 
Contingency Staffing and the Potential for Staff Differentiation 
In Alberta Schools, The University of Alberta, October 1976, 274 
pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to ATA, ASTA, Regional Offices of Education, 
university libraries fn Alberta, and to Alberta schools. 


-]2- 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this report was to describe and define the tasks 
and requisite skills of early childhood teachers in supporting 
and assisting families: in the care and education of their children. 


DESIGN 


The study included a broad survey of the literature on child develop- 
ment and early education, personal interviews with 331 teachers, 
coordinators and parents of children in early childhood programs 
throughout Alberta, and observations in a number of Earty Childhood 
Services classrooms. 


FINDINGS 


The most important teacher competencies reported were: encouraging 
children to actively explore their surroundings; observing and 
recording characteristics of children to enable program planning 

and identification of special problems; planning and implementing 
program activities on the basis of the individual child's needs 

and interests; communicating effectively by jistening attentively 

and speaking in a natural manner; demonstrating curiosity; discussing 
with children their progress and achievements; displaying empathy 

for children's feelings; providing children with opportunities and 
activities to develop language, problem solving abilities, social 
skills, use of their five senses, and muscle coordination; responding 
to each instance of undesirable behavior rather than applying 

rigid rules to fit al1 situations; encouraging the involvement of 
parents in their children’s education; and sharing information with 
‘parents. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The task force made a number of recommendations for achieving the 
reported teacher competencies. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC -NFORMATA:ON 


Alberta Education Report of the Early Childhood Task Force on 
Teacher ‘Competence, Alberta Education, Fall 1976, 101 pages. 


Alberta Education Summary Report of the Early Childhood Task Force 

on Teacher Competence, Alberta Education, Fall 1976, 37 pages. 
DISTRIBUTION 

Copies of the report were distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, AFHSA, Regional 


Offices of Education, and university libraries in Alberta, as well as to 
ECS operators 
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Evaluation of Standardized Achievement Tests 


_for Alberta Schools _ 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was. to evaluate commercial standardized 
achievement tests commonly used in Alberta. elementary and junior 
high school grades in terms of thetr congruency with Alberta cur- 
riculum objectives (content validity) and their technical adequacy. 


DESIGN 


A survey of Alberta school jurisdictions tdentifted the tests that 

were most frequently used in science, mathematics, and language arts 

in elementary and junior high school grades. Criteria for evaluating 
these tests relative to content validity and technical adequacy were 

set up. The content validity for each test was determined by comparing 
the congruency of test items with the fntent of the Alberta curriculum 
objectives and the frequency of test ftems that measure specific curri- 
culum objectives. The technical. adequacy of each test was assessed by 
using criteria established by the Center. for the Study of Evaluation (CSE) 
at the University of California, Los Angeles. 


FINDINGS 


1) The majority of the tests examined for content validity test only 
narrow areas of the Alberta curriculum for the grade levels in- 


vestigated in the subject areas of science, mathematics and language 
arts. 


2) The majority of the tests examined for technical adequacy were rated 
acceptable in the examinee appropriateness and the administrative 
usability categories but all of the tests examined were lacking in 
the normed technical excellence category. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


139 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed in Alberta to ATA, ASTA, Regional Offices of 
Education, and unfversity libraries tn Alberta, as well as Superintendents, 
Secretary~Treasurers, and school principals. 


Outside of Alberta the report was distributed to Canadian university 
libraries and to provinctal departments of education. 
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Formal Evaluation of Teachers Survey 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was to survey current practices and 
policies (actual and preferred) involved in the formal evalu- 
ation of teachers in Alberta. 


DESIGN 


Questionnaires were mailed to 115 superintendents, and 114 were 
returned. Descriptive statistics (percentage frequencies) were 
used to analyze the data. The compartsons. were made for different 
types of jurisdictions and for school systems of different size. 


FINDINGS 


1) Superintendents generally prefer that principals become more 
involved in the formal evaluation of teachers: this preference 
also applied to vice-principals and/or department heads but to 
a lesser extent. 


2) The personnel involved in the writing of formal evaluations of 
teachers varied with the type of jurisdiciton and the size of the 
school system. 


3) The extent of formalization of the evaluation practices varied 
considerably among school systems. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) Organizations such as CASS, ATA and university departments of 
educational administration could cooperate in the development of 
a model evaluation form which would provide some guidance to 
superintendents. 


2) School systems should examine their policies concerning formal 
evaluation of teachers: although evaluations are often viewed 
with distaste, they must be performed and the existance of clear 
policies can help to overcome some of the difficulties. 


3) A need exists for training in the preparation of formal evaluations 
for those who have this responsibility. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Holdaway, E.A. Practices and Policies involved in the Formal 
Evaluation of Teachers in Alberta, The University of Alberta, 
June 1977, 29 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed by the Department of Educational Administration, 
University of Alberta, to ATA, ASTA, CASS, and University of Al lerta 
libraries as well as to members of CASS. 


-15- 


Implementation and Revision of Junior High 


Mathematics Curriculum Materials (Junior 


High Mathematics Consortium) | 
PURPOSES 


The purposes of this study were 
1) To coordinate the development and revision, field testing and dis- 
semination of locally developed cooperative curriculum materials for 
| Junior High Mathematics among twenty Alberta school systems; 


2) To evaluate the mathematical approprtateness of the Junior High 
Mathematics Program course objectives; and, 


3) To evaluate the suitability of the support materials in assisting 
teachers in achieving those objectives. 


DESIGN 


An organizational structure was required which provided for cooperatively 
produced teacher and student support materials for Junior High Mathematics 
among twenty Alberta school systems. Evaluations of course objectives 

and support materials were done by data collected from committees making 
subjective professional judgements; and from questionnaires, interviews, 
and pilot examinations administered to 37 volunteer pilot schools from 
the consortium members. 


RESULT 


A multi-faceted Junior High Mathematics Program was produced through 
the cooperative efforts of the teachers of the 20 Alberta school systems. 


CONCLUSIONS 


: 1) The Consorttum Junior High Mathematics Program course objectives were 
mathematically appropriate. for average and gifted students of grades 
7,8, and 9; and for slow learners of grade 7. 


2) The support materials were suitable in providing assistance to teachers 
er in achieving the course objectives. 


IMPLICATIONS 


} 1) The multi-faceted nature of the Junior HIgh Mathematics Program allows 
for increased flexibility tn meeting the individual needs of both 
teachers and students. 


2) Curriculum development via the consortium model is a viable method. 


3) Through the cooperation of a consortium of school systems provincial 
standardization of curriculum content can be achteved. 


a16- 
RECOMMENDATION 


The Department of Education should authorize the use of the Junior 
High Mathematics Program in Alberta schools. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Rideout, R.L. and R.D. MacKenzie... Summary and Evaluation Reports for 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to members of the Consortium and appropriate 
curriculum committees. 
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PURPOSES 


The purposes of this study were: 
1) To atd children with deficits in language to increase vocabulary; 


2) To aid in the development of readiness for the academic curriculum; 


3) To provide meaningful experiences for children with slow language 
development; and 


4) To augment, during the summer, the remedial programs some children 
were receiving fin the academic year. 


DESIGN 


The Peterson Kit and. Peabody Picture Vocabulary were two criteria 

used to determine the number of children entering year one who were 
not adequately prepared for the year one program and the extent to 
which these children require extra assistance. The children were 
given specific motor and perceptual training, and language development 
activities. Fteld trips and social activittes were also provided for 
these children. 


RESULTS 


1) The program provided remediation to preschool and elementary schoo} 
age children with stow language development and speech deficits. 


2) A detailed curriculum, including a list of skill deficits and most 
effective remediation techniques, was made available for use by 
others desiring to implement a similar program. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Splett, L.A. Language and Readiness Assistance, Alberta Education, 
April 1977, 19 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to Regional Offices of Education and 
‘Superintendents of Schools in Alberta. 
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PURPOSE 


The purpose of the study was to examine tn depth the verbal interaction 
between teacher and students in second language classrooms (French) 
and to develop a systematic method of doing so. 


DES IGN 


A Second Language Category. System was developed for this project. The 
system has dimensions of verbal function, thought and content. Verbal- 
izations are categorized by means of a three-digit code, in which each 
number tn the. code represents a category in each of the three dimensions. 
Individual students are identified by means. of a standardized seating 
plan which permits observations to be treated statistically as frequency 
measures of individual verbalizations. Verbal functions and student 
identity are coded directly. in the classroom, while the dimensions of 
content and thought are added to the categorization from audiotapes re- 
corded during the observational sessions. 


Efght grade ten French 11 classes with a total of 185 students instructed 
by. four teachers using,.''Votx et Images de France,'' were coded using 

the above system for one-half hour daily over a period of one week 

while the students were engaged in the transposition of the ''Sketch'' of 
Lesson 17. The identical. procedure was employed for the transposition 

of the ''Mechanismes'' of Lesson 17. A total of forty forms of observational 
data was collected. 


RESULTS AND IMPLICATIONS 


The summary results of the study describe the nature and extent of teacher- 
student dyadic verbal interaction. in second language classrooms. Coding 
events according to the three dimension of the instrument demonstrated 

the complexity of the teaching~learning process. The Second Language 
Category System was developed and could provide a valuable instrument for 
use by teachers and supervisors of second languages. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Nelly McEwan. ‘The Multidimensional Nature of Teacher-Student Verbal 


1977, 33 pages. 
DISTRIBUTION 


This report was distributed. to ATA, ASTA, Regional Offices of Education, 
university and city libraries within Alberta. 
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Miil Creek Story 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of this project was to develop and test an interdisciplinary 

social action model for local-content. environmental education usable all 

over Alberta. This involved the production of extensive multi-media cur- 
riculum materfals in cooperation with schools in the Mill Creek area. 


DES IGN 


The method used in carrying out the project was to gather and edit local 
materialsrelevant to community efforts to identify Mill Creek Ravine as 

a "Community Park'' with heavy emphasis on social history in the community 
and in socfal studies in the schools. 


FINDINGS 


The project team reported that the model worked in this case. Substantial 
curriculum materials were produced by expanding on the community - school 
concept. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The project team recommended that the model be tried elsewhere and could 
provide a balance to the present wilderness - oriented environmental edu- 
cation. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Extensive curriculum materials were gathered by STOP (Save Tomorrow - 
Oppose Pollution), including material on how the project was carried 
forward. 


Further information related to this topic can be obtained from ‘the 
principal investigator: 


STOP 

Box 1633 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 2N9 
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Mobile Home Study 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was to look more closely at the impact of 

mobile homes on local and provincial governments, with regard to: 

1) Articulation and communication between school and planning au- 
thorities; 


2) Planning and provision of all educational facilities for mobile 
home developments; and, 


3) Equity of taxation revenues derived from mobile homes on leased 
and rented property as opposed to mobile homes on property owned 
by the mobile home owner. 


DESIGN 


Alberta Education and Alberta Municipal Affairs jointly gathered and 
analyzed data on legislation and practices. 


FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


Major findings are as follows: 

1) No major problem exists with communication and articulation, however, 
steps could be taken to avoid potential problems. One of these steps 
would be to have Alberta. Education or some other form of educational 
representatives on all regional planning commissions; 


2) Generally speaking, there are sufficient provisions in practice and 
legislation to insure that the impact of major mobile home develop- 
ments on the provision and delivery of educational programs is taken 
into account; 


3) There is general equity in assessment and valuation of mobile homes. 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Alberta Education and Alberta Municipal Affairs. Impact of Mobile Homes 
on Local and Provincial Governments, Research Bulletin 77-3, Alberta 
Education and Alberta Municipal Affairs, Spring, 1977, 9 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to Regional Offices of Education, 
and Legislature Library, as well as to Superintendents and Secretary- 
Treasurers. Alberta Municipal Affairs also distributed copies to its 
client groups. 


| 
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Parent Involvement Project - Elboya School 
PURPOSE 
The project attempted to provide individualized instruction in grades 
one, two, and three at Elboya school, to plan with parents their child- 
ren's early formal education, to utilize parents as classroom assistants 


and to help them work more effectively with children, and to communicate 
with parents about the program and objectives of the school. 


DES1GN 


The program was planned, volunteers were divided according to different 
type of responsibility, and parents were informed and the program was set 
in motion. 


RESULTS 


The general observation was that. gains on achievement tests were about 
average. The program had some very positive gains in terms of student 
self-concept and school attitudes, and there was widespread parental 
support for the program. 


AMPLICATION 


A number of suggestions for systems engaged in similar programs were 
made in the report of the study. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Elboya School. Parent [Involvement Project Elboya School, Calgary Board 
of Education, 1975-70, Alberta Education, June 1977, 62 pages. 
DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to the Regional Offices of Education, 
the Calgary Board of Education and Elboya School. 
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The Required School Physical Education Program in Alberta 
PURPOSES 


The purposes of this study were; 
1) To determine the nature (strengths and weaknesses) of the required 
physical education program in Alberta schools; and, 


2) To determine current parent and student attitudes toward the com- 
pulsory physical eduction program. 


DESIGN 


Separate questionnaires were designed for students in grades 4 - 6, 
grades 7-10, and for parents. These questionnaires were piloted and 
then revised before being administered by the researchers for final 
data collection in this study. A random selection of 10% of the 
schools in Alberta (129 schools) was made and data was eventually 
generated from 123 schools of this total sample. One grade level was 
randomly selected from each school and the principals identified the 
specific class within this grade level. The total number of students 
contacted in this study were 3,081--1!,387 elementary students and 
1,694 secondary students. Each student was given the parents! ques- 
tionnaires to take home to their parents. Based on the 3,081 students 
who completed the study, there was a 56% return by the parents (1,694 
parents). Descriptive statistics (percentage frequencies) were used 
to analyze the data. 


FINDINGS 


1) Parents and students believe that physical education should remain 
as a compulsory part of a student's education. 94.3%, 71.29% and 
52.5% of the parents, secondary students, and elementary students 
respectively supported the compulsory nature of the program. As 
well the majority of respondents suggested that the program should 
be compulsory up to grade 12. 


2) With respect to frequency of physical education, the greatest single 
response from 34.2%, 44.6%, and 51.1% of the parents, elementary, 
and secondary student respectively was that physical education should 
be given on a daily basis. 


3) Parents and students rated the development of health and physical fit- 
ness as the most important objective of physical education. 


4) Three out of every four students who participated in the study held a 
positive attitude toward physical education and physical activity. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) Physical education should be retained as a required subject in the 
curriculum of Alberta schools and this requirement should be extended 
to grades 11 and 12. 
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2) The Department of Education and local school jurisdictions should take 
the necessary steps to institute the provision of daily physical edu- 
cation from grades K through 12. 


3) The length of the physical education class should be increased to 
provide for a minimum of 30 minutes daily of actual instruction at 
the elementary level and to 60 minutes daily at the secondary level. 


4) Fitness programs and knowledge of fitness should be more heavily 
emphasized in Alberta schools, and fitness activities should receive 
a greater emphasis tn the physical education program. 


BIBLIOGRPAPHIC INFORMATION 


Glassford, R.G. et al. Study 1: The Required School Phsytcal 
Education Program in Alberta, Alberta Education, April 1977, 172 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, AFHSA, ERIC, 
Regional Offices of Education and university libraries in Alberta. 


Copies of the summary report were sent to Alberta schools. 
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Physical Education Student Cost Analysis 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was to identify the tmposed costs to students 


for their participation tn the physical education programs of Alberta 
schools. 


DESIGN 


A 10% random sample of the Alberta schools (106 schools) participated 
in this study. Questionnaires were designed to collect the cost data 
and were administered by personal visitations to the schools. For 

each school, the person most knowledgeable and directly associated with 
the overall administration of the physical education program completed 
the questionnaires. 


FINDINGS 


1) Imposed additional student costs to participate in physical edu- 
cation programs was reported by every elementary and secondary 
school in the study. 


2) tmposed student costs to participate in the physical education pro- 
grams were greater and more common in urban schools than rural. 


3) Costs to students to participate in the physical education programs 
tended to increase as students progressed from elementary through 
secondary grades. 


4) Sponsoring special events and projects to increase physical education 
budget revenue was common in secondary schools. 


5) The quality of the physical education programs would suffer if ad- 
ditional budget revenue over and above School] Board allocations was 
not found. : 


6) The degree to which imposed student costs were a discriminatory fac- 
tor against students wishing to participate in the physical education 
Program could not be determined. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


{t was recommended that: 

1) All schools in Alberta make a detailed study of additionally imposed 
student costs associated with participation in the required, intramural 
and extramural physical education programs. 


2) A physical education specialist be responsible for program planning 
(including equipment, supplies, materials) in physical education. 
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3) Physical educators in the schools should. provide sufficient supportive 
evidence for thetr programs to obtain greater funding from the School 
Board operating budget allocation. 


4) The Alberta Department of Education should prepare a public state- 
ment to reflect the ftnappropriateness of schools levying additional 
student costs to participate tn the physical education instructional 
programs. 


5) A follow-up study should be conducted tn five years to ascertain if 
steps have been taken towards elimination of hidden tuition costs. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC {NFORMAT ION 


Newton, D.M..et al. Study 2: Phystcal Education Student Cost Analysis 
in Alberta Schools, Alberta Education, April 1977, 64 pages. 
DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to ATA, ASTA,.CASS, AFHSA, ERIC, 
Regional Offices of Education, and university libraries in Alberta. 


Copies of the summary report were sent to Alberta schools. 
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An Analysis of Injurfes Which Occurred in Physical Education, 

Intramural Activities, Extramural Activities and Free Play in 

a Selected Sample of Schools in the Province of Alberta during 
the 1975-76 School Year 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this study was to collect, compile, analyze and in- 
terpret data on the number and nature of injuries occurring in physical 


education classesand athletic activities in grades K-12 in Alberta schools. 


DESIGN 


An injury reporting form and an instructional pamphlet to accompany 
this form were distributed to 126 randomly selected schools in rural 
and urban Alberta representing approximately 10% of the total provin- 
cial school population. Data were. collected by recording on the Aiberta 
-School Accident Report Form any recordable injury which occurred during 
the 12 month period of May 15, 1975 to May 14, 1976 in physical educa- 
tion instruction, intramural activity, interscholastic activity, recess 


or free activity before school, after school, or at noon hours. 


FINDINGS 
1) In grades K through 6, 80% of all injuries were accounted for by: 


2) 


open wounds occuring predominately to the head and facial areas; 
sprains and fractures to the wrist, knee, finger, ankle, shoulder, 
thumb, elbow and upper arm; and teeth being loosened or broken. The 
majority of these injuries occurred during the recess periods in the 
morning and afternoon and during the noon-hour break. 


In grades 7-12, the majority of injuries occurred during physical 
activity between 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m., and resulted in considerab'é 
loss of participation time in physical activity. These injuries in- 
cluded sprains (29%), fractures (19%), and dislocations (7%). 


The overall incidence of injury in Alberta schools resulting from 
participation in physical activity was very jfow. It was predicted that 
1.01% of the grade K-6, and 1.99% of the grade 7-12 student popu- 
lation were injured between May, 1975 and May, 1976. 


RECOMMENDAT IONS 


1) 


2) 


All Alberta schools should implement an accident reporting and in- 
vestigation system. 


A booklet on the prevention and care of injuries occuring in physical 
activities should be developed for teachers and coaches in the province 
of Alberta. 


A provincial school safety coordinator should be appointed to analyze 
sports injury. statistics annually, to initiate accident preventative 
programs through the Alberta schools, and to develop a library of 
resource materials for use by teachers and coaches. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Mendryk, S.W. et al. Study 3: An“Analysis of Injuries Which 


Occurred in Physical Education, Intramural Activities, Extramural 


‘Province of Alberta. during the 1975-76 School Year, Alberta Education, 
April 1977, 134 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, AFHSA, ERIC, Regional 
Offices of Education, and university libraries in Alberta. 


Copies of the summary report were sent to Alberta Schools. 
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‘Project North - Needs Assessment 
PURPOSE 


The major purpose. of. the task force was to assess stakeholder identi- 
fied needs for the purpose of determining whether or not new measures 
and/or changes in programs and funding procedures were necessary or 
desirable at this time to respond to special needs, if any, of Northern 
Albertans. | 


DESIGN 


Local people were employed to gather and analyze information provided 
by school systems and other stakeholders which together with other data 
provided the basts for the recommendations. 


FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


The study concluded that the Provincial Government's present allocation 
of financial resources to education in Northern Alberta is within dimen- 
sions which are reasonable and realistic. Although ample evidence was 
found that Northern Alberta still needs to catch up to the rest of the 
Province in some services, the Task Force has serious reservations about 
recommending accelerations in educational program implementation. Rather, 
the recommendations call for possible adjustment in existing delivery 
mechanisms in order to maximize outputs, without necessarily increasing 
Provincial and local financial support, and for re-allocation of existing. 
transfer grants to provide for more equitable differential treatment of 
school systems. 


The recommendations for suggested change are of two types; those di- 
rected to immediate actions which are perceived by the Task Force as 
needed at this time; and those suggesting research and analysis to iden- 
tify the components of the delivery mechanisms requiring adjustment or 
replacement. The principal problem areas upon which the study recom- 
mendations focus are: curriculum; delivery of services; funding; gover- 
nance; and native education. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Fred J. Dumont. Report of an Assessment of Educational Needs of Northern 
Albertans, Alberta Education, November 1976, 181 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, AFHSA, ERIC, 7 
Régional Offices of Education, and university libraries within Alberta 
as well as to chairmen of school boards in Northern Alberta. 
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‘School Construction/School Funding 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of the study was. to identify and examine alternatives to 
Provincial policies and procedures relating to. school construction 
and its funding. Major areas of attention were construction policies, 


planning structures, alternatives to construction, and funding formu- 
lae. 


DES | GN 


Historical patterns, demographic trends, and building alternatives were 
re-examined. Particular attention was paid to the interaction of these 
factors, especially the long-term implications. Information was gathered 
from a variety of sources tncluding interviews with persons involved in 
school buildings. 


FINDINGS 


(Pte eet Va fee 


While the report reveals generous provision of educational facilities 
across the province and an effective Building Quality Restoration Program 
it also reveals several areas of weakness. Schools are not being designed 
as community facilities. There is little emphasis on long-range planning 
for school faciltittes. The Department of Education role is one of ap- 
proval of statements of need rather than involvement in the early stages 

, of school facility planning. The basis for approval and funding of 
school facilties does little to foster responsible planning at the local 
level. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Major recommendations of. the report are: vary the provincial. support to 

a utilization ratio; adjust support rates so that jurisdictions with lower 
assessments receive the most funds; shift provincial activities from ap- 
proval of building design to consultation during the early planning stages; 
and develop community facility planning groups to work with school boards 
and the province to reflect community use of schools. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Woods, Gordon & Co. School Facility Logistics, Alberta Education, 


February 1977, 280 pages. 
. Woods, Gordon & Co. Executive Summary - School Facility Logistics, 
i Alberta Education, February 1977, 19 pages. 
| DISTRIBUTION . 
: Copies of the report were distributed to ATA, ASTA, CASS, AFHSA, ERIC, 


Regional Offices of Education, and university libraries in Alberta, 
school board chairmen, and Regional Planning Committees. 
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School Super intendency Study 
PURPOSE 


In general, the purpose of the study was to take stock of the role and 
position of the school] superintendent in Alberta as it evolved during 
the 1971-75 period of change--and to identify ways and means of clari- 
fying and strengthening the position. 


DESIGN 


The study proceeded through a series of phases~-each of which was 
calculated to give direction to the activities to follow and increase 
the breadth and depth of the inquiry. 


The first phase indicated a search of the literature, an analysis of 
local and provincial documents, and preliminary interviews and meetings 
with superintendents, secretary~treasurers, and trustees. 


The second phase included data gathering by questionnaire survey of 
all superintendents and secretary-treasurers, and a sample of central 
office staff, principals, teachers, and board members. Also included 
were site visits to selected school jurisdictions and interviews with 
those who had left the superintendency. 


The third phase was the generation and synthesis of recommendations. 


FINDINGS 


The report describes real and ideal roles of school superintendents, 
identifies differences, and suggests direction for change. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The recommendations related to: 
1) Careful attention by school boards in selection, evaluation, and 
termination of employment of superintendents; 


2) Superintendent designations as chief executive (or education) officers 


and delegation of appropriate powers; 


3) Revision of the County Act to clarify the role of the school super- 
intendent; 


4) Procedures for evaluating teacher competence prior to recommendations 
for permanent certification; 


5) Written. statements of the conditions of work and employment benefits 
for superintendents; and 


6) Provisions for graduate-level study, executive development, and ex- 
ecutive exchange programs. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


L.W. Downey Research Associates Ltd. The School Superintendency in 


Alberta ~ 1976: A Report of an Inquiry, July 1976, 163 pages, Appendix 
p. 46 ff. 


DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to CASS, ASTA, ATA, AFHSA, Regional 


Offices, university and other selected libraries in Alberta, members of 
CASS, and school boards. 
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‘School Vandalism in Alberta 
PURPOSES 


The purposes of this study were: 
1) To determine dollar costs to provincial school jurisdictions as a 
result of vandalism for the calendar year of 1974; and, 


2) To ascertain those specific variables which contribute to the presence 
or absence of vandalism in schools, and thus, distinguish high 
and low vandalism schools. 


DESIGN 


A survey form mailed to each secretary-treasurer for each school 
jurisdiction in Alberta provided data to tabulate total and per pupil 
costs for schools as a result of vandalism. Visits were made to 
twenty-seven public and separate schools which were identified by 
central office staff as either high or tow in incidences of vandalism in 
the urban school districts of Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Red Deer, Calgary, 
and Edmonton. The school visits included observation of the physical 
layout and a semi-structured interview with the principal and/or head 
custodian. Responses were tabulated by frequencies with respect to 60 
variables subsumed under the broader variables--school climate, nature 
of cachement area, school-community relations, architectural design of 
school, and security provisions. 


FINDINGS 


1) The total dollar costs for school vandalism in Alberta in 1974 were 


$1,981,885. 


2) Significant factors identified for schools with high incidence of 
vandalism were: poor staff-student relations, age of building, 
additions to building, poor interior design, geographic location, 
lack of shared responsibility, and working parents and/or broken 
homes. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1) Standardized report form for each incident of vandalism should 
be developed for use in all schools in Alberta. 


2) An experimental pilot project should be established to test out 
the cost effectiveness of various preventative measures of vandalism. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Schott, C.J. School Vandalism in Alberta: An Investigation into 


the Nature, Costs, and Contributing Factors. Alberta Education, 
September, 1976, 51 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


The report was distributed to ATA, ASTA, ERIC, Regional Offices of 
Education, and university libraries in Alberta, as well as to 
Superintendents of Schools. 
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Schoo] Year Organizations 


PURPOSE . 


The purpose of this study was to examine the trimester system organization 
of the school year in effect in the Lindsay Thurber Comprehensive High 
School in Red Deer and address the question of whether on the basis of 
current needs in the community there is a desirbable alternative to the 
trimester system. Three sub-problems associated with the main problem 

and investigated were: what educational problems are associated with the 
trimester system; what administrative problems are associated with the 
trimester system; and what community factors should be considered in re- 
lation to any contemplated change. 


DESIGN 


Related findings on different forms of school year organization were 
reviewed, interviews were conducted with staff members and students, and 
a questionnaire was distributed to students, former students, staff mem- 
bers, and parents of students from Lindsay Thurber Comprehensive High 
School as well as two somewhat comparable schools organized on a semester 
basis. 


FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS 


Semester, trimester and quarter systems of school-year organization 
provide for greater flexibility than ten-month plans in many matters, but 
increase administrative problems. However, flexibility can be built into 
the structure of the time-table itself, whatever the school year plan. 
Longer instruction periods per day are an advantage in some subject areas 
but may be a disadvantage in others. Continuity of extra-curricular acti- 
vities is difficult to maintain. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


John J. Bergen, David Frieson, Eugene W. Ratsoy, School Year Organization, 
University of Alberta, June 1976, 105 pages. 


DISTRIBUTION 


Copies of the report were distributed to the Red Deer Public School Dis- 
trict and the University of Alberta. 


Back Cover 


